
EX PARTE on U\TE FilED

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

~) DF C 1993
IN REPLY REFER TO:

Honorable John Breaux
United States Senate
516 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1803

/

73~01/
~j

7310-15-1700Al

RECEIVFO

DEC '6 f99l
FEDE%~ItfUNICATIOHS CXJMMI~!(t J

M: OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Senator Breaux:

This is in response to your letter dated November 16, 1993, requesting
information regarding an FCC rule making proceeding concerning use of the
902-928 MHz band. Your inquiry was prompted by correspondence from your
constituent, Mr. Stephen Fant, Vice President ofAxonn Corporation, expressing
concern about the future availability of this frequency band for use by
manufacturers and users of Part 15 devices. The following is a brief
description of the use of the 902-928 MHz band and a brief summary of the
Notice of Proposed Rule Making adopted in this proceeding.

The 902-928 MHz band is shared by various user groups. In order to
effectively manage the shared use of this spectrum, priorities for access to
this band have been established among these groups. Users with lower priority
must accept interference from and may not cause interference to users that
have a higher priority. The 902-928 MHz band is primarily allocated for use
by the Federal Government for Radiolocation, Fixed and Mobile services; these
Federal Government users must, however, accept interference from Industrial,
Scientific, and Medical (ISM) devices. Following both the Federal Government
and ISM devices on the priority scale are Automatic Vehicle Monitoring (AVM)
systems. Next are Amateur radio operators and finally, Part 15 users that are
eligible to operate in this band. Because they have the lowest priority, Part
15 users must accept interference from and are not permitted to cause
interference to any of the other users in this band. The order of priorities
for users of this band has been in effect for nearly 20 years.

In PR Docket No. 93-61 the FCC has proposed certain changes to rules
pertaining to AVM systems operating in the 902-928 MHz band. See, Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, PR Docket NO.\?3-61) 8 FCC Red 2502 (1993). Uses for
AVM systems include locating and tracking fleets of vehicles, locating stolen
vehicles, alerting authorities to emergencies, automated toll collection, and
freight tracking. Currently, such systems are licensed in the 904-912 and
918-926 MHz sub-bands. In PR Docket No. 93-61 the Commission proposes that
such systems be licensed throughout the entire 902-928 MHz band and that they
be permitted to locate persons as well as vehicles.
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The Commission also "recognizes the difficulty various users, including your
constituent, may have in sharing this band and have therefore requested
comment on ways that sharing may be more easily facilitated. The Commission
has not, however, proposed any changes in the status of or restrictions on the
use of Part 15 devices in this band at this time.

Approximately 85 entities filed extensive comments expressing their viewpoints
on how to resolve the various and complex issues raised in the Notice. Many
commenters' views differ in a number of respects from those offered by the
Commission, and the Commission gives full consideration to the views expressed
by all interested parties. We are currently preparing a Report and Order that
will establish the Commission's rules and policies with regard to AVM systems
and hope to announce the adoption of this Report and Order in the near future.

I thank you for your interest in this matter. I trust this is responsive to
your concerns.

Sincerely,

Ralph A. Haller "
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
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Mr. James H. Quello, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

I have been contacted by Stephen Fant, with Axonn
Corporation, in New Orleans, Louisiana. Mr. Fant writes
regarding his concerns about a Federal Communications Commission
proposed change in the eligible participants for the operation of
the 900 MHz Part 15 band technology.

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the correspondence I
received from Mr. Fant regarding this matter. Information from
you responding to his concerns about 900 MHz Part 15 band
technology would be most helpful and appreciated.

Thank you for your time and attention.

~'
JOHN BREAUX
United States Senator
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1enator John B. Breaux i I
1:005 Hale Boggs Federal Building : ! _
501 Magazine Street Via Fax: (202) 224-4268

;i :: , law!orlaans, LA 70130 .1 and U.S. Mail

ii II) .il Oea~ Senator Breaux, :

:;I,'i iii I am,'~riting today to seek your assistance on my company's behalf,' i~ a matter that has
. Ii , ec e very important to our future. f hope that you will assess the issues presented
! i il ere ith and act favorably on our behalf. :

!Iii "ill! : ~y ~y of introduction, my company, Axonn, specializes in spread spectrum radio

I:~ \ ' :1:,' ,1,~-- f' _.. ,r~se~rch caM development -We-were founded-here in. New-Or:leans seven-yeats.ago and-- -
:; we remain locally owned., Basically, we license our patented technology to large

I :C manufacturers'for a-llcense'fee and ongoing royalty. To date, we havEh:lver;twelve­
licensees which include companies such as Life Point Systems. Northern Computers, and

.Domestic Automation.

,"i ~ :;. "Severi:ll years ago, the FCC encouraged entrepreneurial companies, like ours, to develop
(1/', state..of-the-arttechnologies:to ItJperata·license,free~ :in~the,9_00 ..MH~,P~rt15l?an9.: Our
I companyrespon'ded 'and today We)"employ ew~r 3OpeOpl~ in yourdistrietworking directly

on research, development, and engineering of products based on ourl patented, wireless
technology.. Now the FCC proposes to change the rules to the disrldvantage of U.S.
teoChn.ology manufacturing firms and tq the direct benefit of foreign tec.lnology and foreign
manufacturing. . :' i
: ~ i ': " " ~: : i

The ~ FCC prop?sed to p$rm~ ,PacTel Teletrac to deploy high~powere~, licensed
technology (foreign developed) In over 60% of tile spectrum curremlY.oc9upled by:p'art
1:5 equipment. Jhese ({hanges~ jf Implemented, will cause mutual int~rferenc8 tq all Part
15 users as well as PacTel customers. This interference will have ai-chilling effect" on
our marketplace and a corresponding effect on our business. As one of the relatively few
high~tech:companies in Louisiana, this is especially damaging.

I i

I ! !

l!he Part 15 industry is made up generally .~of small U.S. domestic t~lecommunications
: rman~facturlng companies. It represents. nationwide, over two billion dollars in research

and development investment, manufacturing and sales. The Commission's proposed
actioh will seriously undermine this domestic industry. The impact on our company also
could result in loss of sales, reouction in the workforce, loss of existing research, and
development investment and loss of access to future capital.
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~n vi~w of the importance of these issues, we request you contact the Chairman of the
fCC and express your concern over this needless disruption of a vital industry. For your
?onyenience, I have taken the liberty to enclose a draft which you may wish to use.
I -

In dosing, if there are any questions you might develop on either our company or this
Issue and its Industry impact, please do not hesitate to contact me. I stand ready to be
of every assistance.

- !
I'
•

Sincerely,

~~'\~
Stephen N. Fant
Vice President
i
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